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Mitterrand, Kohi Call for Political Union in EC 
AU1904091890 Paris AFP in English 0853 GMT 
19 Apr 90 


[Text] Paris, April 19 (AFP)}—French President Francois 
Mitterrand and West German Chancellor Helmut Kohi 


issued a joint communique Thursday stressing the “need 
to speed up the political construction” of the European 
Economic Community. 


“Given the profound changes in Europe, the setting up 
of the internal market and economic and monctary 
union, we judge it necessary to speed up the political 
consiruction of the 12" member states, they said in a 
message to the Irish Prime Minister Charlies Haughey, 
who currently holds the rotating EEC presidency. 
“The time has come to transform all relations between 
member states into a European union and to provide it 
with the necessary means to act.” 


EEC Calls for Restraint in Lithuanian Crisis 


AU 1804 184490 Paris AFP in English 1817 GMT 
18 Apr 90 


[Text] Brussels, April 18 (AFP)}—The European Eco- 
nomic Community on Wednesday renewed a call for 
“restraint” in the Lithuanian crisis as France called for 
EEC action to help the embattled Baltic republic. 


A spokesman for Ireland, the EEC’s president until June 
30, said the Community was following the situation in 
Lithuania “with the closest attention and concern.” 


In two previous statements, the spokesman noted, the 
Community called for “the maximum restraint on all 
sides” and for “all those involved to seek a solution 
through dialogue and to avoid any actions which could 
further aggravate the situation.” 


“Alt this stage, the Twelve repeat this call,” he said, 
quoting a statement issued in the name of the Commu- 
nity by the Foreign Ministry in Dublin. 

“They will continue to follow the situation closely in the 
light of the position they have already put forward.” 
Earlier, French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas said 
France had asked the Community to immediately set up 
a team of experts to assess any “damage™ to Lithuania if 
its relations with Moscow were broken. 

The panel should also report on “possible action™ to help 
the Lithuanian public, he said. 

The idea is expected to be discussed in Dublin this 
Saturday by EEC foreign ministers, mecting a week 
ahead of the Communit be mig summit on Eastern 
— jon, a diplomat in Brussels 


France “and to a lesser degree Britain are being the most 
vocal about Lithuania,” the diplomat commented. 


* Spanish Motives for Iberian ‘Harmony’ Noted 


WESOS48A Lishon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
ECONOMIA in Portuguese 13 Feb 90 p 6 


[Article by special Encarnacao Viegas: 
“Gonzalez Expansionist Plan Does Not Conflict With 
Portuguese Ambitions™] 


Portugal's position, however, is somewhat differen’. Its 
priorities have to do with recovery of the domestic 
economy, a sector where the effects of the errors of a 
distant past and the more recent excesses are still clearly 
evident. Foreign affairs appear as incidental to its plan 
for living and are oriented more than anything cise 
toward strengthening efforts to achieve that recovery, 
which will Se impossible without assistance from 
abroad. 
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Recognition of this situation has served to reinforce still 
fur her the vestiges of an unhappy legacy that dates back to 
the fall of Pombal, following which the feelings of pride in 
“being Portuguese” were gradually dissipated—feclings 
that the Estado Novo confused with “nationalism” when it 
attempted to revive them. For this reason, in days not long 
past there was talk of an “identity crisis,” simply because 
we did not know how to maintain that “demeanor” 
vis-a-vis the world in times of adversity. 


It is therefore easy to conclude that our political ambi- 
tions do not conflict with those of the Spaniards—nor do 
our respective economies, which our neighbors regard as 
instrum< ais of expansion. At the end of the 20th century 
we no longer fight with the cross and the sword but 
rather with words that conceal our intentions, which are: 
development, solidarity, and trade’ 


Accordingly, the concessions made in the economic area 
on a basis of reciprocity are equivalent only in appear- 
ance. The presence of a Portuguese bank in Spain, for 
example, does not have the same significance as the 
opening of a similar institution on our territory. The 
former will be only one more of many banks operating 
there, whereas the latter will unquestionably serve as a 
support base for Spain's business community, which is 
reaching out even to other continents. Africa also falls 
within the scope of the Spanish prime minister's interest, 
and we will do well not to forget this fact. 


It would also be to our disadvantage to accede now to the 
Spanish desire to allow the free transit of persons 
between the two countries in advance of | January 1993, 
on which date it becomes mandatory under the provi- 
sions of the Single Act. Lisbon, moreover, is aware of this 
fact, although it has agreed to the opening of an experi- 
mental border post without any barriers. Cavaco Silva 
made the point in Seville, however, that neither the 
location of this crossing nor the date of its opening has 
yet been made. 
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what has been agreed upon. It 1s analogous in method to 


the Spanish action in respect to the connection with the 

os ination cated ehdedatee west paul lett 

project that we shall probably reject because of its high 

cost (connection via Huelva) so as not to go on record as 

rejecting participation in the project that we do want 
ia Salamanca). 


clacally in the egplocieasal reas on tha bend. ¢ where tt 
shortage is most obvious—something that seems para- 
doxical, to say the least, in a country that must cope with 
an unemployment rate of 20 percent of its active popu- 
lation. 

To understand this problem, however, it must be linked 


Senlllon uneteotoved aheem abediina tatabaeband a 
the same time be able to count on their votes. Madrid 
will inevitably have to obtain abroad the financial 
resources it requires to support this option. 

And even when government officials speak of the need to 
reequilibrate their balance of trade, they do so primarily 
from the standpoint of increasing exports and forcign 
investment rather than from the standpoint of restricting 
imports, which would not be compatible with the policy 
of consumerism being practiced in Spanish society. 
Consider, for example, that Spanish investment 
increased from 2.732 billion pesetas in 1985 to 14.180 
billion in 1988, and in the first half of last year this figure 
had already reached 12.445 billion. According to the 
Spanish Secretariat of State for Trade the favorite sector 
for investment was banking, followed by commerce and 
the chemical and machine-building industnes. 

Very illustrative, in our opinion’ 








Mock Against ‘Discrimination’ of Germans 


18 Apr 90 p 12 


i “watch- 
dogs” to control the Germans. First of all, he beiieves 
in the long run, and second, this would only give rise to 
massive new distrust. In addition, special treatment of 


He thinks that foreign troops might remain in Germany 
for a certain period of time— Soviet units in the GDR, 


tria proceeds on its own path that will lead to Europe 
into the EC. 


Vranitzky, Portugal's Cavaco Silva Discuss EC 
AU 1904105390 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG 
in German 19 Apr 90 p 1 


[Text] Portugal, a full EC member and a rather small EC 
country, shows understanding for Austria, Chancellor 
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Aus. ria can report much on Eastern and Central Europe, 
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Celik” on the Black Sea coast to modernize three rolling 
mills. The order is valued at 840 million schillings. The 
VAI wants to implement the construction project 
together with Westinghouse, Keramchemie, and SMS 


of a brick and chipboard plant in the USSR. The order 
for this project in Magnitogorss is valued at 160 million 
schillings 
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ext) Belgium is studying the possibility of releasing the 
inian Sa‘id Nasir in exchange for the Silco hos- 
tages: This has been announced by the deputy pn 
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an overall recasting of the system of family allowances. 


party is not satisfied with the i#~ enacted at the initiative 
of Miet Smet, which is aimes at the most underprivi- 
leged. Faced with an increase in the number of single 

ious situation, it pro- 
of Food Credits, respon- 


Housing Policy—The PSC plans to simultaneously 
increase the supply of housing and redirect the benefits 
‘o the underprivileged. Both the spectacular ren 
increases in Brussels and the shortage of housing in 
Wallonia led the party to state that the authorities must 
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Gevernment Insists Tebes Part of Iraqi Gun 


LD1804164290 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
ip English 1521 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Report by Alison Little, PRESS ASSOCIATION partia- 
mentary staff] 


[Text] Eight steel tubes seized on their way to Irag by 


weapon whose use could regional. and even world 
stability.” 

The trade and industry department [DT!] had been 
guilty of “stackness and complacency of almost criminal 
dimensions”, because it could have investigated the 
matter far earher 

Mr Ridicy said in his statement: “Cn Tuesday April 10 
customs officers at Teesport detained cight large steel 
require an export licence under the Export of Goods 
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ments and advised that all the indications were that the 


correct.” 
The trade congratulated customs for stopping 
the export of “these parts of the gun”. 


He said: “l understand! that it will not be possible to 
build a complete full-c:zed gun from parts that have been 
supplied from the UK. 
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counted upon since the total amoun‘s that come into 
consideration for further cuts by way of the consohda- 
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through a restructuring of expenditures for the support 


were to be achieved in lnmetong the im government 
expenditures during the period 1991-93 to four perceni. 
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In addition to cuts in capenditures and the incurrence .f 
additional new debt. tax increases are also to be consd- 
ered The latter would presumably have to be used more 
extensively the more rapidly currency, economic policy. 
and political unity are smplemented in Germany. and 
thus as the GDR's social policy arrangements are 
brought into line with those of the Federal Republic 
From the pomt of view of producing revenuc, an 
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interest for an intermediate or longer term. Schiller 
believes that the many estimates for the expansion of the 
infrastructure consistently exaggerate costs. “Once the 
process of reconstruction is under way in the GDR, 
many things will take cave of themselves.” The text of the 
interview with the former superminister, conducted by 
SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG staff member Franz 
Thoma, is quoted below: 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Professor Schiller, the 
hope that the offer of a monetary union would reduce 
emigration out of the GDR has not been fulfilled. Was 
this union offered too soon—tike sour beer, so to speak? 


[‘schiller] I believe that the offer alone could not be the 
signal for slowing emigration from the GDR. It is now 
important to implement monetary union. However, it 
will then become a test case. Of course, we had all 
imagined a different sequence of events. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] First an economic, 
then a monetary union as the zenith, the crowning... 


[Schiller] Yes, as part of a process. I have always told Mr. 
Modrow, even at a very carly stage, that: “When eco- 
nomic union begins, there will be a process of integration 
into a market-economy system that will encompass both 
states. Capital will begin to flow. Parallel monctary 
systems may continue to exist for a while. Then we will 
have a common currency. This has now been moved 


up.” 


Why Monetary Union First? 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] As a solution to an 
emergency? 

[Schiller] Apparently because the people of the GDR 
have begun a process of rejecting their own currency 
which is gaining momentum. This process used to be 
called “repudiation” in our school books, which means 
the rejection of worthless money. The problem can only 
be solved by a new currency; in this case the Deutsche 
mark. That appears to be the reason why monetary union 
was moved up; of course, the sequence of political 
actions was thereby completely rearranged. Thus, the 
sequence of an economic union and a subsequent mon- 
¢tary union is the ideal road to unification. The 
approach of implementing a monetary union first is also 
possible, only harder. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] This causes unrest at 
international financial markets and apprehension among 
FRG citizens concerning the stability of the Deutsche 
mark. Do you share these concerns? 


[Schiller] Not at all! The Bundesbank will continue its 
tight monetary policies even if the timing of the mone- 
tary union with the GDR is moved up. I see no danger 
there. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] I suppose that this also 
depends on the conversion rate. 
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[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Aren't we already 
[Schiller] Given our annual export surplus of DM100 
billion, it should be possible to channel one-third of that 
to the GDR in the course of this process; also by the 
interest-rate mechanism. | anticipate no difficulties here. 


One-to-One Also for Savings 


[SUEDDEU [SCHE ZEITUNG] If it were possible to 
keep savings as long-term investments, as you suggested, 
would a one-tc one conversion rate also be feasible for 
these deposits, or do you consider such a rate improb- 
able? 


[Schiller] I can't preempt the decisions of the cognizant 
groups. But a one-to-one rate appears to be under dis- 
cussion. After all, GDR citizens expect their savings to 
remain intact. The GDR is not, of course, experiencing 
the conditions of 1948, when a huge surplus of money 
was in circulation and we had to deal with the inherit- 
ance of paper moncy from the boundless financing of the 
war. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] But a certain surplus of 
money does exist, or doesn't it? 


[Schiller] That is difficult to assess. The problem prob- 
ably lies only in the need to convert demand deposits 
into intermediate or long-term deposits, or to create 
opportunities for investing some of these savings 
deposits in shares of privatized enterprises; or in funds 
which, in turn, are active in residential building con- 
struction or in the privatization of collective enterprises. 
All of this is possibie. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Wouldn't the GDR 
economy become even less competitive with a one- 
to-one conversion rate? 


[Schiller] That is an important question. The difficulty is 
not the control of the money supply, that is, cash and 
savings accounts, but the conversion rate for the flow of 
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money. A monctary union means thal on a certain day 
all prices, taxes, budgetary monies, and wages would be 
converted from East marks into Deutsche marks. From 
the point of view of competitiveness, a conversion rate of 
one to one is, of course, problematic. Prices and wages 
would be lifted to a relatively high level—appreciated, as 
it were. Recently | suggested a daring comparison to 
GDR compatriots at an economic conference: If in West 
Germany in 1948 we had proclaimed ourselves the 51st 
state of the United States, as some dreamers suggested in 
those days, and had introduced the dollar as our cur- 
rency—and not with a per capita quota of DM40 but 
$40, which would have been a one-to-four conversion 
rate [as published] since the dollar was then, for 
accounting purposes only, worth DM4.00—that would 
have created great difficulties given our modest offering 
of industrial products. The reconstruction of our 
economy would have been harder, but we would stil! 
have succeeded in the end. | am only talking about a 
hypothetical model, of course. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] But it really argues 
against a one-to-one conversion rate.... 


[Schiller] The hypothetical model illustrates the situa- 
tion in which the GDR economy finds itself. Simply to 
continue existing prices and wages on a Deutsche mark 
basis would mean that many products would not be 
saleable, because their quality would fail to meet the 
standards expected of goods sola for Deutsche marks. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] The prices could be 
lower since wages are also lower. 


If Wages Were Converted at a One-to-One Rate.... 


[Schiller] Today wages in the GDR are nominally about 
one-third of those in the Federal Republic. Even with an 
exchange rate of one to two, John Doe's wages would 
already be reduced to one-sixth of those in the Federal 
Republic. | will discuss this possibility later. If we 
converted at one to one, wages for industrial workers in 
the GDR would average about DM! 300, compared to 
DM3,300 in the Federal Republic. That is still manage- 
able if one considers that people with that many Deut- 
sche marks could now buy much more than they could 
have bought previously with GDR marks. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Would wages stili be 
lower in terms of comparable productivity? 


[Schiller] With regard to wages, one must consider that 
the productivity of labor in the GDR is about 50 percent 
lower than ours. Thus, there is still a little leeway 
between GDR wages, which are a third of those in the 
Federal Republic, and the 50-percent productivity gap. 
Wages in the GDR could rise a little, especially in 
industries in which the competitive situation makes such 
an increase still feasible. 
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No Subsidies But Cost Reductions 


If one also considered that as soon as the monetary union 
is implemented all delays in the production cycle—such 
as work stoppages caused by the need to stand in one or 
another line or by shortages of materials—would disap- 
pear and that productivity would increase overnight 
above the 50-percent level, things would already look 
quite different. This process will move very rapidly and 
create opportunities for an additional movement of 
wages. Nevertheless, for a while the GDR will still have 
to live with wages that are lower than those in the 
Federal Republic. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] And also with lower 


[Schiller] Always in comparison to the Federal Republic. 
I am not suggesting that we should intervene with the 
enterprises to subs'dize wages and related items. But one 
has to consider whether these enterprises should not be 
afforded some other relief. Their costs must be reduced. 
Since a reduciion of weges is almost unimaginable in 
view of the fact that they are already only one-third of 
our average, other cost factors have to be addressed— 
and these are taxes. The enormous business taxes—the 
wage-fund and product levies—must be canceled quickly 
to give the enterprises breathing space. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] One would really have 
to introduce a new system of taxation in the GDR. 


[Schiller] The current discussions about introducing a 
value-added tax make sense, or else our regular income 
and payroll tax sysiem could be introduced. Bui the 
latter would take time, especially since, as far as | know, 
no regional finance offices exist in the GDR. The value- 
added tax is more easily implemented than the income 
and payroll tax. But the voiding of corporate levies 
affords extensive relief, creates breathing space, and will 
make a number of businesses competitive. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Wages will rise on the 
other side as soon as productivity increases. That will 
take time. Will skilled workers and specialists over there 
have the patience to wait? 


[Schiller] Discussions with managers of GDR combines 
revealed a distinct need for streamlining the wage struc- 
ture. Technical personnel will need larger wage increases 
than others. Enterprises, therefore, need a broader wage 
scale based on ability. That is correct. This brings me to 
the alternative of converting wages—as distinct from 
ready cash—at a one-to-two rate. This would keep the 
initial base very low. The subsequent upward movement 
of wages would help streamline the wage structure more 
readily. Enterprises would definitely become more com- 
petitive. However, | consider it virtually impossible that 
such a low wage scale would be tolerated, especially in 
view of emigration. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] We, too, have a decline 
in wages. 
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in wages. But then things will calm down. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] You don’t believe in 
reading tea leaves to arrive at numbers. West German 


adjustment of taxes for the Laender would make 
Schieswig-Holstein a net contributor. This will also be 
true for other federal Laender. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] But not avoid unem- 
ployment altogether. 


[Schiller] To survive temporary unemployment one 
needs a joning unemployment insurance. It should 


pay in the vicinity of 60 or 70 percent of net wages, as it 
does here. Here we have to help. Probably also with 
pensions, but here | am more cautious. 
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[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] All the same, the 
public infrastructure, impetus financing of unemploy- 
ment insurance—all of this is expensive. How would 
you, as the minister of finance, handle it? 


[Schiller] We cannot, of course, deliver a complete 
infrastructure to the GDR, neither immediately nor in a 
few years. We didn't have that in 1948 either. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] In those days it was 
also impossible to estimate the cost in advance. 

Schiller] That is true, thank God. We did not calculate 
our financial needs for housing construction, highways, 
hospitals, restitution, and other large projects in 
advance. It would probably have discouraged us so much 
that we would have said: This is quite hopeless. We could 
raise these funds through the process of growth, as a 
product of the dynamics so to speak. This is how it will 
happen in the GDR. Therefore, | resist making the 
Federal Republic solely responsible for all the infrastruc- 
ture investments which have become necessary over the 
years. Both sides will have to bear the burden. What the 
a ide 
the GDR. 


Once the Motor Starts 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] But at first there will 
be no dynamics in the GDR, therefore we will have to get 
the bull rolling. Once more, how would you finance that? 


[Schiller] We could not deliver a complete infrastructure; 
factories will be financed with private capital; that goes 
hand in hand. To some extent one will have to cope with 
an inadequate transportation system until the factories 
start working. That's how it was for us too. One step at a 
time. We allowed the factories to produce, they exported 
and raised assets; and then, slowly, the infrastructure was 
created. I would keep all options open. What I do accept 
is impetus financing for the unemployed. And with 
regard to private capital—industry, too, is set for the 
race. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] So taxes don't have to 
be raised to finance the GDR? 


[Schiller] | can undersiand that a finance minister is 
reluctant—! would be too—to talk immediately about 
rasing taxes. Something went wrong in November/ 
December of last year. We started immediately with 
“GDR emergency aid,” estate levies, supplemental 
levies, and similar items. Than the large numbers 
emerged, which, by the way, right away became visions 
of “equalization of burdens” for the GDR Government. 
This trend has abated. | would wait and in the beginning 
strongly resist higher taxes. As a last resort, | would favor 
the value-added tax. To sustain a growth policy we 
would have to hold income, payroll, and corporate taxes 
at the level established after the last tax reform. With 
regard to the value-added tax, the EC expects us to make 
a slight, but clearly noticeable, upward adjustment. 
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[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] What do you think of 
floating bonds and of tax incentives to promote invest- 
ments in the GDR? 


[Schiller] The federal budget could also be financed by a 
new increase in the federal debt if unification with the 
GDR materialized. Even the Basic Law would allow 
that. We are talking about investments here, investments 
in the future. Another, equally important subject is the 
following: What will happen to the GDR budget when 
contributions by enterprises are cancelled? It is impor- 
tant for the other side to increase state revenues as soon 
as possible. | can also readily imagine that the GDR will 
rating of the Federal Republic, such bonds would be 
accepted by the international financial markets. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] There is also the possi- 
would be unnecessary—for flights to Berlin, for instance, 
or the border-area assistance, not to speak of the military 


[Schiller] This approach also provides some financial 
leeway. That is why I think it is wrong to present huge 
financial costs immediately and scare the people. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] The federal budget cur- 
rently includes DM40 billion in subsidies. That could be 


[Schiller] Yes, and that, of course, also applies to the 
military sector. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] You are not opposed to 
a larger debt. But, aside from the GDR, should there be 
any net budget deficit at all while the economy is 
flourishing? Shouldn't we—in accordance with the law 
of stability and growth—accumulate reserves instead of 
borrowing? 


[Schiller] The supplemental budget is basically financed 
by new, net indebtedness, primarily for the GDR. These 
are additional expenses. There is a general item of DM2 
billion for emergencies and such. | think that maxes 
sense. From the perspective of economic policy—you are 
right, of course—we would have to build economic 
reserves, therefcre, the federal administration should 
deposit a surplus at the Bundesbank. However, these are 
unusual circumstances because of the revolution in the 
GDR; at this time it pays to make debts. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Under the heading 
“investments,” that is to say no consumptive debts. 


[Schiller] Correct—and, therefore, no wage subsidies. 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Just now we should try 
to increase our national product as much as possible, 
because what is given to the other side has to be 
subtracted or earned here with growth. Would another 
reduction in work hours not be the wrong approach? 
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[Schiller] I have the feeling that our trade unions have 
also been overtaken by the speed of developments in the 
GDR. The demand for shorter work hours comes at a 
very bad time. It doesn't fit the circumstances and won't 
get any support. We all want to work more, including the 
people in the GDR. Any appreciable cut in work hours is 
hardly acceptable. | imagine the trade unions are also 
having second thoughts. 
[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Could one call the need 
to rechannel activities into the GDR a lucky coincidence 
in view of the fact that our economy is almost over- 
heated? 


[Schiller] Yes, it does ease the situation somewhat for us. 
In the reverse case, if we were in a recession, we could 


. At the moment, these combines are still conglom- 

of primary and ancillary products. The ancillary 
products could be eliminated. They are already doing it. 
It is good to see the enterprising spirit which some people 
are already exhibiting. | think the process will be much 
faster than we think. 


Modest and Unwavering 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] About timing—how 
long do you think it will take to create the monetary 
union and how long for the political union? 


[Schiller] The monetary union will come this year, as 


in the summer rather than in the fall—and in the fall 
rather than in the winter. The political union is, of 
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GDR and the world: with humility, tact, and sensitivity, 
for the people in the GDR but also for the 
concerns of our neighboring countries. But persistence as 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] How far in the future 

do you place the political union? 

Schiller] That is difficult to say. Surely within the 
future. When monetary and economic union 

have been initiated—first the monetary union and then 


way we handle our internal problems related to unifica- 
tion. 
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New Constitution—Great Loss of Time 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] What is the most effec- 
tive way to achieve unification? Do we need a new 
constitution, or should we rely on Article 23 of the Basic 
Law? 


[Schiller] | have clearly been in favor of relying on 
Article 23 for some time. It provides for the possibility of 
letting the GDR—or the individual GDR Laender—join 
the Federal Republic of Germany. But that must be the 
decision of the GDR and not of the Federal Republic. 
Before the proclamation to join is made, negotiations 
must, of course, take place. 


On the other hand, if we were to draft a new constitution, 
many months would pass in the Land. We would lose 
valuable time to start the upturn in the GDR. And would 
the constitution be better thar. our current Basic Law? 
Article 23 is elegantly formulated. It should be made use 
of by the new GDR Government which will be 
appointed by a democratically elected People’s Council. 
That should be our friendly and urgent advice. 
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Mitterrand Leaves for Talks in United States 
LD1904093690 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0900 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] Francois Mitterrand and Helmut Kohl made a 
joint call for accelerating the political construction of the 
Europe of the 12, in a message addressed to the acting 
chairman of the Council of Europe, Irishman Charles 
Haughey. The two men said in particular that in view of 
what is taking place in Europe, it is time to transform all 
relations among member states into a European union 
and to provide it with the necessary means of action, as 
provided for by the single act. 


The French head of state left Roissy Airport for Miami, 
just under 30 minutes ago, on a return trip to the United 
States for a meeting with George Bush which is to last 
four hours. 


Defense Minister Chevenement Visits Japan 
WA 1804133990 


For coverage of the visit of Defense Minister Jean-Pierre 
Chevenement to Japan, including talks with Japanese 
Government officials, and his comments at a news 
conference, see the Japan section of the 18 April East 
Asia DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


Parliament Members Refused Visas for Lithuania 


AU 1804 135490 Paris AFP in English 1317 GMT 
18 Apr 90 


[Text] Paris, April 18 (AFP}—A group of French MPs 
planning to visit Vilnius, the capital of the breakaway 
republic of Lithuania, and Moscow have failed to obtain 
visas, a spokesman for the deputies said Wednesday. 


The delegation from the National Assembly was to have 
visited Lithuania and Moscow from Tuesday to 
Thursday this week. Delegate Michel Coffineau said the 
Soviet Embassy had told the group that “it was not 
possible, in view of the current situation and the large 
number of applications, to issue these visas.” Mr. Coffin- 
eau, calling the refusal “regrettable”, urged the embassy 
to reconsider. 


French MPs decided last week to send a team including 
members of all political parties on a fact-finding mission. 


Mr. Coffineau said French parliamentarians wanted to 
“help Lithuania to reach a negotiated and peaceful 
settlement of the conditions of its independence”. 


EEC Asked To Consider Moves To Help Lithuania 


AU1804 171690 Paris AFP in English 1658 GMT 
18 Apr 90 


[Text] Paris, April i8 (AFP)}—France asked the Euro- 
pean Economic Community on Wednesday to form a 
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team of experts to look at “possible action” to help the 
people of Lithuania, Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
announced here. 

Mr. Dumas said France had asked t)¢ '2-member com- 
munity “not only to make an approach te Moscow, but 
also to let the Lithuanians know thai dialogue would 
appear to be increasingly necessary”. 

He said the issue would be raised during a meeting in the 
United States Thursday between French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand and U.S. President George Bush. 


France wanted the “committee of experts” to be formed 
as soon as possible “to assess the .amage which could be 
caused to Lithuania by the breaking of relations with the 
Soviet Union...and report on possible action which the 
West, so generous in words, could do for the Lithuanian 
people”, Mr. Dumas said. 


Describing the situation in the breakaway Soviet 
republic as “worrying”, he said “the recent decisions by 
the Moscow government to reduce economic relations 
with Lithuania could have important consequences”. 
Moscow's moves “justify the need for dialogue more 
than ever”, he said. 


Mr. Dumas highlighted that France has never officially 
recognized the Baltic state's annexation under Stalin and 
that it had recognised “the Lithuanian people's wish to 
recover their independence”. 


Libya Implicated in Hostage-Taking Affair 
PM 1804140090 Paris LE MONDE in French 
17 Apr 90 pp 1,3 


[Report by Jacques Amairic] 


[Text] Rarely has the Easter vacation been so welcome to 
the French leaders. With a bit of luck it will make people 
forget about the rapidly diminishing mystery sur- 
rounding the “release” of three of the Silco hostages and 
the rather strange behavior in this affair of several senior 
French officials, especially Roland Dumas, and even Mr. 
Mitterrand. 


Of course, hostage affairs are never settled in an entirely 
open way. This is bound to be the case when dealing with 
a matter in which cynicism and hypocrisy vie with lies 
and barbarity, and in which agents provide a shield for 
states which have no hesitation in portraying themselves 
as disinterested “intermediaries.” 


However, there is reason to ask to what extent a rule- 
of-law state can enter into this infernal game, and in 
particular whether it ought to agree to back up the most 
shameful lies for the benefit of criminals. 


The thanks expressed by Mr. Dumas and Mr. Mitterrand 
to Colonel Al-Qadhdhafi immediately after the release in 
Beirut of Jacqueline Valente, Fernand Houtekins, and 
their daughter, were surprisingly enthusiastic. They 
would be particularly shocking if what is now emerging 
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were provcd correct, namely that ihey were addressed to 
the person mainly responsible for the kidnapping of the 
Silco passengers. 


This affair was untypical right from when it was 
announced in November | 987. 


For instance, how did naval commandos from Abu 
Nidal’s [Sabri al-Banna’s} Fatah-Revolutionary Couucil, 
who are more expert in terrorism than in military 
actions, succeed in stopping the Silco off Gaza (or Sidon) 
and calmly transferring its passengers to Lebanon when 
the area is under close and constant Israeli control? 


The question was relevant because it is now virtually 
certain that the Silco was not stopped in that region but 
somewhere between Malta and the Gulf of Sidra by the 
Libyan Navy. And the operation did not take place on 
the date indicated but a year earlier, which explains the 
confusion over the age of Jacqueline Valente’s daughter, 
“born in detention,” but clearly too old if the Silco was 
not captured until the end of 1987. 


Encumbered by his hostages, who admitted that they 
were housed “in a big villa,” which would have been 
unthinkable in the Lebanese inferno, Al-Qadhdhafi 
apparently used the Abu Nidal group, who would not 
refuse him anything but who also stood to gain from it, 
as a cover. The appalling act ended last Tuesday in West 
Beirut, after a flight to Damascus (there is talk of an 
Algerian plane) and a short car journey (Fernand 
Houtekins said he was “tired” by the journey, which 
would not have been the case if he had been in Lebanon). 


Just supposing that France was right to go along with this 
performance and back vp so many lies, was it also 
necessary to “thank” Col ail-Qadhdhafi, to guarantee his 
supposed new respectability? No, certainly not. After all, 
it is by no means certain that the Easter vacation will be 
enough to make people forget this rather ignominious 
episode in French diplomacy even if we are told 
tomorrow that no questions will be answered to avoid 
jeopardizing the talks continuing between Brussels and- 
....Abu Nidal on the reiease of the other Silco passengers. 


Official Says EC South Africa Sanctions To Stay 


LD1804110390 Paris International Service in French 
0630 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Excerpt] The French secretary of state in charge of 
international cultural affairs has given a clarification 
after the visit by a European Community delegation to 
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South Africa. He stressed that there 1s still no question of 
the community lifting sanctions. Here is Thierry de 
Beauce speaking to Christophe Boisbouvier: 


[De Beauce] We have stated and restated that the Com- 
munity is hostile to apartheid and that as long as there 
are no significant and irreversible measures in that 
direction—that of the lifting of apartheid—the problem 
of sanctions will remain the same, that is, we will not lift 
them. [passage omitted] 


New TV Channel for Africa Announced 


LD1804 191390 Paris International Service in French 
1230 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Text] A new television channel for Africa should begin 
broadcasting at the end of this year. Canal Horizon, the 
successor to Canal Plus Afrique is launching its programs 
with 15 hours a day during the week and 24 hours a day 
over the weekend. Canal Horizon will be coded, in other 
words a decoder will be needed to receive it, but it will 
not be free. Despite the crisis which is currently affecting 
Africa the promoters of Canal Horizon are optimistic. 
they believe that the new chanr >i can be viable. Paul Fes: 


[Fes] Canal Horizon has given itself a subtitle: the 
southern axis of Canal Plus. Canal Plus, a paying French 
channel, enjoys enormous success with more than two 
million subscribers. The money is pouring in and for 
more than a year now Andre Rousselet, the chairman 
and managing director of Canal Plus, has been looking 
outside mainiand France and in particular toward the 
south. Hence we have the birth more than a year ago of 
Can Pius Afrique, which made contacts in many coun- 
tries. 


Today SOFIRAD is joining Canal Plus to push the 
project further. The name will change, a chairman is to 
be appointed. Herve Bourges is managing Canal Horizon 
and the program will come from Canal Plus and will 
show basicaliy sports and movies, 400 movies a year. In 
each country a local company will be formed with a 
majority of national capital and this loca! company will 
receive the Canal Plus signal and will then retransmit it, 
with a further possibility of adding national programs. 
Canal Horizon hopes thus to provide an outlet for 
African production, thanks to reinvestment on the spot 
of resulting profits. 


It will cost about 10,000 CFA francs a month or 20 
Tunisian dinars. Tunisia in fact could be the first to be 
served, from next year, with Gabon and Senegal. Nego- 
tiations are also underway with Cote d'Ivoire, Algeria, 
Egypt, and Cameroon. 
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ANSA Reports on De Michelis, Gorbachev Talks 


AU 1804124690 Rome ANSA in English 0848 GMT 
18 Apr 90 


ext] (ANSA) Moscow [no date as received}—The 
Union wants to avoid any rash moves and find a 
political solution to the Lithuanian problem, President 
Mikhail Gorbachev ‘old visiting Italian Foreign Minister 
Gianni de Michelis in Moscow Tuesday. 
It was De Michelis’ first Moscow mission as diplomatic 
chief sd he admitted that during his lengthy encounter 
with Gorbachev he was chiefly on the listening end. The 
two men spoke for an hour and a half, triple the amount 
In a press conference afterward, De Michelis said that he 
had found the encounter of great political, cultural, and 
human interesi. In addition to Lithuania, the talks had 
aiso centered on (?the issues) of pan-European integra- 
tion, including the reunification of Germany, and eco- 
nomic aspects of There was no subject that 
Gorbachev sougi:! %/ evade in his conversation with the 
visiting foreign sin “er, in part due to the fact that Italy 
will be taking over th duty chairmanship of the Euro- 
pean Community over the second half of the year. 


With regard to Lithuania, Gorbachev said he recognized 
the legitimacy of the Lithuanian people's aspirations to 
independence but disapproved of the precipitous way 
they have gone sbout implementing these aspirations. 
Gorbachev also stressed that, as president of the Soviet 
Unwon, he had to respect the mandate he received from 
the Supreme Soviet. 


De Michelis said he had received the impression during 
his meeting with Gorbachev that the Soviet leader had 
seen certain positive elements emerge from the latest 
discussions within the Lithuanian soviet. 

The two men discussed pan-European integration in 
depth and Gorbachev stressed the need to synchronize 
the various processes under way in Europe so as to avond 
what he referred to as contradictions. With specific 
reference to German unification, the Soviet leader said 
this must come about within a framework which guar- 
antes the security of the other countries, including the 
Soviet Union. 

The Soviet Union is prepared to study “new forms” 
relative to the architecture of Europe, particularly when 
it comes to security, but until it receives guarantees from 
this new Europe, Moscow has no intention of aban- 
doning the old guarantees, De Michelis reported. 

The Italian foreign minister reiterated the Rome govern- 
ment's view that new [word indistinct] and regulations 
must be worked out by a careful study of what must be 
done in the initial, intermediary, and final stages of 
European integration. The first stage must be charach- 
terized by realism; the second, and most delicate stage, 
he said, by good will; and the third, by great inventive- 
ness, De Michelis went on. 
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The three terms—realism, good will, and inventive- 
ness—were well received by President Gorbachev, the 
Italian minister added. 


At the end of the meeting, De Michelis again voiced his 
conviction that there are no short cuts in dealing with the 


He also stressed the readiness of Italy and the European 
Community to cooperate, within the necessary limits, to 
help make perestroyka a success. With regard to his plan 
for economic restructuring Gorbachev said he wanted to 
speed up these reforms to more quickly arrive at more 
effective solutions, however, he added, “we will have 
need of oxygen (breathing space)”. 


Shevardnadze Talks Reported 


AU 1804104790 Rome ANSA in English 0823 GMT 
18 Apr 90 


[Text] (ANSA) Moscow [no date as received}—The 
Soviet Union completely agrees with Italy on the need to 
extend the Helsinki process to the Mediterranean to keep 
that region free from dangers that it is to be hoped do not 
ever again arise in Europe, Italian Foreign Minister 
Gianni de Michelis told a press conference here Tuesday 
after four hours of talks with his Soviet counterpart 
Eduard Shevardnadze. 

The two diplomatic chiefs also focussed in their talks on 
the process of East-West integration, particularly in view 
of the coming Helsinki Il conference and the future 


shape of Europe with the collapse of communist ideology 
in the Eastern European countries. 


The Soviet Union's full support for the Italian initiative 
to forge a “Mediterranean Helsinki,” to be held before 
this year is Out or next year at the latest, was the chief 
novelty to emerge from the De Micheiis-Shevardnadze 
talks here. 

The Italian minister said that his conversation with 
Shevardnadze took [word indistinct] atmosphere of great 
cordiality and was extremely constructive. 


He also stressed to his Soviet counterpart Italy's concern 
over the possible tive a from the 
Lithuanian crisis, and , in turn, reiterated 
his government's desire to arrive a. a political dialogue 
to settle this crisis. 


De Michelis insisted on the need to keep such a dialogue 
open so as to avoid traumas. Italy considers Lithuania's 
call for independence legitimate but is aware that, as in 
the case of the German question, a mechanism must be 
found in response to the situation which takes into 
account the external consequences, which in this case 
involves the future evolution of the USSR as a state 
entity. 


The Italian minister noted that the Soviets are not happy 
with the West's use of the term “economic bioc™ [as 
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received] to describe the measures that Moscow has said 
it would take towards Lithuania if it did not backpedal 
on its drive to independence. In any case, the Sovect 
Government wants to eschew any unilateral approach :0 
the Lithuanian situation. 


On the matter of Europen security, Italy's position [word 
indistinct] with that of the European Community, De 
Michelis said. In this context, German unification 
cannot be envisioned outside of the EC and NATO, he 
added. For Shevardnadze there is no objection to the 
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inclusion of a united Germany in the EC but the Soviets 
take a dim view of a new Germany within the Atlantic 
alliance. 


In any case, De Michelis said that both Italy and the 
Soviet Union agreed that continued dialogue and polit- 
ical inventiveness was needed to find a solution that 
would guarantee the maximum security, including bor- 
ders. 


De Michelis was received in the Kremlin by Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev later in the day. 
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descent—he 1s the son of an Astunan woman—has been 
more than favorable to him im securing our country's 
support for the new democracy in Romania. Although it 
was not schedu'sd, tomorrow could see the signing of a 
cooperation agreement between the two countnes. Inten- 
sive work 1s now being done on the text of the agreement. 
Maria Jesus Chao reports on this: 
[Chao] Petre Roman and Felipe Gonzalez met alone for 
because, as you know, 
Castilian. At the end of the 


Fernander-Ordoner, andthe Romanian 
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Cooperation Accord Signed 
LD/804 184490 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1800 GMT 18 Apr 90 
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Hold News Conference 
LD1804214490 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 
1930 GMT 18 Apr 90 
[Text] Today Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
promised Romanian Prime Minister Petre Roman to 
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Gonzalez Denies Cabinet Reshuffle Planned 


LD1804183190 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1600 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez has said that 
the only change he will be making to his cabinet will be 


LD1904122190 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1100 GMT 19 Apr 90 


{Excerpts} Shortly after 1200 today a letter-bomb 

at the headquarters of the Commissariat- 
General of the Universal Exhibition im Seville, injuring 
one person, a woman who has already been admitted to 
the hospital, although 11 1s possible that more people may 
have been injured [passage omitied] 


Although at the momeat it 18 not known who carned out 
the attack, one inevitably links it with the arrest on 2 
April of Henri Parot, a member of ETA’s [Basque 
Fatherland and Liberty] itinerant commando who 
intended to carry out an attack in Seville with a car bomb 
loaded with over 300 kg of ammonial explosive. 
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Thatcher may actually play a constructive role 
EC is necessary to counterbalance the Germans. 
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This was the ideological background for 


Political Union 


The development towarG political umion in the EC will 
go hand in hand with the economic integration assoc 


knows how things will turn out. 


said that the Conservatives and the FrP have started an 


mutual enemy, the Labor Party.” replied Hagen, who 
denied that the FrP has aimed anything “ the Conser- 
vatives. Hagen says that Syse has maligned him. but he 
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The essential point in the FrP’s EC statement, which the 
prime minister also stressed, is this: 

“The FrP would like to emphasize that sevelopments are 
going so rapidly that it is important for Norway to clarify 


its relationship to EC membership as quickly as possible. 
Therefore Norway, like Austria, should submit an appli- 


ducted in parallel with the negotiations that are being 
conducted through EFTA. The result of membership 
negotiations should be decided by the people through a 
popular referendum.” 

The premises for this view contain only positive words 
on EC: 

“The FrP notes that the internal market and the four 
freedoms are a step in the right direction toward the 
Progress Party's political objectives of market control 
and freedom for individuals and companies. The devel- 
opments in Eastern Europe will give the EC a new and 
more important role. Europe will emerge to a much 
greater extent as a unit with a common history and 
cultural background and the EC will act as its 
spokesmen. The Progress Party thinks that Norway is 
part of Europe and tnat it is important for Norway to 
indicate its affiliation with the rest of Europe.” 


The Conservatives, who are now criticizing FrP for not 
having taken a stand on the EC, include this statement in 


their Own program: 


“As the EC is now developing, Norwegian membership 
seems to be the association form that will best safeguard 
Norwegian interests in the future. The Conservatives 
will work toward this goal. The question of secking 
Norwegian membership in the EC could become rele- 
vant during the current program period. The Conserva- 
tives regard Storting as free to take up this issue if it finds 
that Norway's interests are best served by such an 
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expansion of ovr affiliation. After negotiations have 
been concluded a new popular referendum should be 
held before Norway possibly becomes a member of the 
EC.” 


A comparison of the parties’ EC standpoints shows that 
both FrP and the Conservatives want to base the final 
decision on a referendum. On this point they are iden- 
tical. The Conservatives go further than the Progress 
Party when it comes to recommending EC membership, 
but the formulation that the EC “seems to be™ the best 
association form is a recommendation without much 
fanfare. On the other hand FrP goes further when the 
party wants to get negotiations started as soon as pos- 
sible, while the Conservatives do not even commit 
themselves to bringing up the question of membership in 
this four-year period. The reason, as the party's spokes- 
persons now assert, is that the matter cannot be brought 
up before a majority has been created in Storting. 
Anything else would do the issue a disservice. There ts 
little sympathy for this assessment in the newly con- 
verted Progress Party where they say that people cannot 
just sit on their backsides and wait for a majority to 
materialize, but that they must go out anc take the lead. 
The feeling in FrP is that the Conservatives are not doing 
this because the government will fall apart the minute 
the Conservatives become active EC agitators and bring 
the issue up in Storting. 


For the Conservatives it is even more bitter that the 
party that has avoided taking a stand is now criticizing 
the Conservatives—partly on the basis of tactical polit- 
ical assessments. 


“They cre stealing our clothes while we are out swim- 
ming,” as Syse likes to say of the Labor Party. All the 
same, one of the questions in the period leading up to the 
Conservative congress in May will be whether the Con- 
servatives have anything to gain from making a big issue 
out of Carl I. Hagen’s opportunistic . Doesn't it 
mean more to most people that FrP has followed suit and 
emerged as a yes party? And a quarrel between the 
supporters will not be a good advertisement for the EC in 


the eyes of the Norwegian people cither. 
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New Parliament Begins; Confidence Vote Taken 


NC1904112090 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
0930 GMT 19 Apr 90 


[Text] The new parliament will definitely convene on 21 


April. The relevant presidential decree was issued last 


night by Brigadier General Papanayiotou, the chamber’s 
sergeant at arms. 

According to the decree, which was signed by President 
Khristos Sartzetakis, the parliament resulting from the 8 
April elections is summoned to meet at 1100 on 21 April, 
instead of 23 April as stipulated in the previous presi- 
dential decree. As is well known, it was considered 
necessary to bring forward the new parliament's session 
to enable the chamber to debate the government's policy 
Statement so that, after receiving a vote of confidence, 
Prime Minister Konstandinos Miisotakis may attend the 
EEC summit conference in Dublin on 27 and 28 April. 
Also, the chamber agenda provides for the deputies to be 
sworn in on Saturday morning, 2! April. The chamber 
president will be elected at 1830 on 22 April and the 
remaining members of the chamber's interparty com- 
mittee on the evening of 23 April. Early in the week the 
new president of the chamber will issue a special agenda 
on the work of the parliament and, as is well known, the 
government's policy statement will be debated on 24, 25, 
and 26 April. After the conclusion of the debate at 
midnight on 26 April, a vote of confidence in the 
government will be taken. 


Spokesman Clarifies ‘Inner Cabinet’ Membership 
NC 1804151690 Athens RIZOSPASTIS in Greek 
18 Apr 90 p 3 


[Text] The Panhellenic Socialist Movement [PASOK] 
has criticized the participation of Athanasios Tsaldharis 
in the “inner cabinet” in his capacity as president of the 
Chamber of Deputies. In a statement yesterday, PASOK 
stressed: 


“Tsaldharis may be a leading New Democracy member. 
As president of the Greek Chamber of Deputies, how- 
ever, he should represent the parliament as a whole and 
not participate in any executive branch body.” 


In his response, the government spokesman actually 
refuted his initial statement and described Tsaldharis’ 
presence at the meeting as extraordinary, adding that his 
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attendence was sought so that the prime minister could 
be briefed on the dates when the Chamber of Deputies 
would begin its work. 

He also stressed that “in no case did his presence at the 
‘inner cabinet” imply his in an executive 
branch body. Both the and the Chamber of 
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the extradition of Palestinian terrorist Muhammad 
Rashid. This issue will be examined in the future, 
Polidhoras said, and made it clear that the 

will not act speedily “because there are other priorities.” 


Spokesman on 15 Apr Komotini Shooting Incidents 
NC1904073790 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
0400 GMT 19 Apr 90 


15 April as minor incidents of no significance, in which 
Christians, and not Mus‘ims, had in fact been injured. 
Ferhat Ataman, acting Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, referred to these minor incidents in his 
weekly briefing of reporters. In particular, Ataman stated 
that on 15 April shots had been fired at certain shops at 
Komotini owned by Turks, as he called Greek Muslims, 
adding that a group of them had been beaten up by 
fanatical Christians. 


Replying to the official Turkish Government spokes- 
man’s statement, Polidhoras stated: We hope that by 
now Turkey has realized that its constant efforts to 
intervene in the internal affairs of Greece, using the 
Muslim minority of Thraki for this purpose, can only 
damage relations between the two countries. We ascer- 
tain with regret that minor, quite insignificant incidents 
in which Christians, and not Muslims, were in fact 
injured have been exploited by Turkey so that it may 
continue its tactics of provocation. Greece certainly 
cannot accept these tactics. We shall not tire of repeating 
that Greece respects the Lausanne Treaty, which it 
considers the cornerstone of Greek-Turkish relations. 
We ask the Turkish Government to do the same, Polid- 
horas concluded. 
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Possible U.S. Sympathy Note to Armenians Decried 


TA1804155490 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1515 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Text] Ankara (AA)}—It would be very unfortunate if the 
U.S. Administration issued a “message of sympathy” to 
the Armenians on 24 April, which is alleged to be the 
anniversary of the so-called Armenian massacre, and 
Turkey expects the United States to refrain from doing 
such a thing. This was announced by Ferhat Aiaman, the 
acting spokesman of t:< Foreign Ministry, during his 
weekly news conference today. Asked to comment on 
reports that the Armenian lobby is expecting the White 
House to issue a “message of sympathy,” Ataman said: 
“It would be very unfortunate if such a message were 
indeed issued, at a time when a potential crisis has just 
been avoided in connection with the U.S. Senate debates 
on the so-called Armenian issue. We hope and expect 
that the U.S. Administration will refrain from doing any 
such thing.” 


Ambassador Denies Iranian Support for Kurds 


NC1904092990 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
16 Apr 90 p 8 


[Text] Ankara—Ambassador Muhammad Bageri of 
Iran, who was summoned to the Turkish Foreign Min- 
istry twice and cautioned in connection with the Tehran 
radio broadcasts and Iranian press reports critical of 
Turkey, has said: “Iran does not have a problem with 
Turkey. Turkish officials should concentrate on what 
Iranian officials say and not on what the mass media 
organs broadcast or publish.” 


Ambassador Bageri recalled that Foreign Minister Ali 
Bozer advised him to “pay attention to the views of the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry and ignore what is published 
in the Turkish newspapers.” He said: “I am saying the 
same thing now.” 


Ambassador Bageri argued that any move by Iran to 
support the Kurdish Workers Party [PKK] was out of the 
question. He asked: “Why should we support the PKK” 
What would we gain from this? Iran is secking the 
friendship of Turkey, not that of the Kurds. The Turkish 
and Iranian foreign ministers will meet in the next few 
days to resolve these problems. The Turkish and Iranian 
interior ministers will also meet later on.” 


The Iranian ambassador recalled that Iran had similar 
complaints against Turkey. He said: “The militants of 
the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran escape to Turkey 
after they kill our revolutionary guards in Iran. The two 
countries must take the necessary measures to prevent all 
this.” 


Noting that Iran wished to improve its relations and 
Strengthen its friendship with Turkey, Ambassador 
Bageri said: “I visited Ataturk’s tomb as soon as | 
arrived in Ankara. | was strongly criticized in Tehran for 
doing %. However, | believe that what | did was right.” 
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Parstiament Rejects Debate on Southeast Terrorism 


TA 1804155990 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0925 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Text] Ankara (A.A}—The General Assembly of parlia- 
ment on Tuesday [!7 April] rejected a motion to hold a 
general debate on the recent upsurge of separatist ter- 
rorism in the country’s troubled southeastern region. 


The motion was proposed by the opposition True Path 
Party (DYP) and Social Democratic Populist Party 
(SHP). 


Defending the motion, DYP member Yasar Topcu said 
that the scale of the recent terrorist incidents in the 
southeast necessitated a debate in parliament. 


Topeu added that the situation in the southeast at 
present was a consequence of the government's underes- 
timation of its gravity so far. 

He also stressed that his conservative party opposed 
government decree no. 413 which was issued last week. 


The decree, issued on April 9 after a cabinet meeting 
chaired by President Turgut Ozal, imposes tight controls 
on media reports about the southeast and includes such 
measures as deportation of troublemakers from the 
region. 


Speaking on behalf of the main opposition SHP, Turan 
Beyazit said that the people living in the southeast were 
a part of the 55 million people of Turkey and had the 
same rights and status. He also stressed that these people 
did not constitute a minority. 


Beyazit also claimed that the underestimation of the 
situation by the present Motherland Party government 
had resulted in the recent escalation of terror in the 
region. 


He added that decree no. 413, which has the force of law, 
did not befit a state of law and should therefore be 


repealed. 


The motion was however rejected with the votes of 
Motherland Party members. 


Thatcher To Arrive for Gallipoli Ceremonies 


7A 1804111890 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1000 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Text] British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher will 
arrive in Turkey on Tuesday, 24 April, to participate in 
ceremonies to be held marking the 75th anniversary of 
the Canakkale [Gallipoli] wars. 


On Wednesday morning, Thatcher will proceed from 
Istanbul to Canakkale, where she will meet with Prime 
Minister Yildirim Akbulut. After attending the ceremo- 
nies in Canakkale, Thatcher will call on President Turgut 
Ozal. 
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Thatcher is also expected to meet with the New Zealand 
governor general and the Austalian prime minister, who 
will also be attending the ceremonies. Thatcher will leave 
Turkey that same day. 


Export of Electricity to Iraq, Syria Planned 
TA 1804124190 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1000 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Text] Agreement has been reached on selling electricity 
to Iraq and Syria. According to a statement issued by the 
Energy and Natural Resources Ministry, Turkey will sell 
400 million kilowatt hours of electricity to Iraq and 25 
million kilowatt hours to Syria this year after ratification 
of the agreement by the relevant sides. During 

and March this year, Turkey exported 122 million kilo- 
watt hours of electricity to the Soviet Union. Negotia- 
tions are under way to sell electricity to Italy as well. 
Turkey's electricity production capacity is above it: 
annuz comsumption level. The annual target for elec- 
tricity production, which stood at 52.5 billion kilowatt 
hours last year, was planned as 55.6 billion kilowatt 
hours in view of the increased consumption needs this 
year. The production can be increased to 75 billion 
kilowatt hours yearly in line with demand. 


Guns Banned at Political Rallies, Parliament 


TA 1804165990 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1342 GMT 18 Apr 90 


[Text] Ankara (A.A}—The Defense Industry Develop- 
ment and Support Administration will be allowed to 
import and sell all kinds of fire-arms and ammunition 
not banned in Turkey, the Interior Commission of the 
National Assembly decided on Wednesday. 


Modifying the relevant statute on the use of fire-arms 
and small weapons, the Commission said that buying 
and selling rifles, guns and ammunition for sporting 
purposes will now be subject to permission from the 
interior Ministry. 

However licenses for fire-arms will now have to be 
renewed every five years instead of annually as before. 


The draft bill produced by the Commission agreed to 
ban fire-arms and other such instruments at political 
rallies and meetings, in parliament, court rooms, mental 
hospitals, prisons, youth hostels, schools, sporting com- 
petitions, strikes and lock-outs. 

Violation of the ban calls for fines of up to 5 million 
Turkish lira. (around 2 thousand dollars). 


Paper Assails Detention of TUCP Leaders 


NC 1904100690 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
16 Apr 90 p 3 


{Column by Ergun Baici: 
Kutlu...”"] 


“Nihat Sargin and Haydar 
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[Text] Nihat Sargin, leader of the Turkish United Com- 
munist Party [TUCP], and Haydar Kutlu, secretary 
general of the TUCP, have been in prison in Ankara for 
29 months now. Furthermore, they have been on a 
hung?r strike for 11 days. 


We were never interested in the views of the former 
Turkish Communist Party in the past, not because it was 
a communist party, but because it was not. In fact, 
because it blindly supported an unhealthy and distorted 
system, which deviated from Marxism. 


However, the arguments on all this have been super- 
seded. Those who implemented this system for many 
years are now strongly attacking it. Reformist wings have 
emerged in inc Communist parties of the GDR, Hun- 


central planning, and authoritative one-party rule, and 
have supported pluralism and parliamentary democracy. 
The members of these wings have participated in free 
elections. However, they lost in the GDR and Hungary. 
Probably, they will also lose in Czechoslovakia. Never- 
theless, regardless of the strong reaction of the masses 
against communism, no one has grabbed them by the 
throat. No one has told them: “Your party has made us 
suffer for 40 years. You are now going to prison.” 
Investigations were initiated against a number of former 
leaders such as Zhivkov and Honecker because of certain 
irregularities, not beca.se they were communists. 


Haydar Kutlu and Nihat Sargin returned to their country 
under such conditions 29 months ago. They had decided 
to support the system of parliamentary democracy and 
pluralism. They were no different from the communists 
who participated in the elections in West and East 
European countries in accordance with the principles of 
democracy. However, they were imprisoned as soon as 
they arrived in Turkey. 


The concept of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
leading role of the party has disappeared from the 
communist system in Europe. The leading role of the 
Communist party has been removed even in the Soviet 
Union. Nationalist organizations are mushrooming in 
the Soviet Union at the present time. They are openly 
supporting capitalism, organizing demonstrations in 
Moscow, and chanting slogans such as “down with 
communism.” This is like holding a demonstration in 
Taksim Square in Istanbul, Turkey, and chanting slogans 
like “down with capitalism.” However, the freedom of 
the leading members of these organizations has not been 
restricted. In short, the system of pluralism has not yet 
been officially established in the Soviet Union. But a 
more somprehensive concept of pluralism and a broader 
understanding of freedom of thought exists unofficially 
in the Soviet Union than in Turkey. There are those who 
support the communist viewpoint in the Soviet Union 
and those who support capitalism. 


The same applies in Turkey. However, the difference 
beiween the two countries is as follows: The Communists 
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But the Turkish people do not deserve this government. 


* Communist Party Member Reveals Future Goals 


9OESOS80A Istanbul NOKTA in Turkish 
24 Dec 89 pp 32-34 


[Interview with TBKP officers Umur Coskun and Emin 
Turan, by Emin Tanriyar and Hasim Akman; place and 
date not given: “Voices From TBKP: TBKP Already 
Operating Openly”—first two paragraphs are NOKTA 
introduction] 

[Text] Since TBKP [Turkish United Communist Party] 
members openly supplied a list of their real names, 
introducing themselves to the public, debate has inten- 
sified. TBKP members have gone ahead with their 
“self-disclosure,” while criticism continues to come in 
from various sectors of the left 


Umur Coskun, Politburo member, and Emin Turan, 
central committee secretary, responded to the criticism 
of their party and explained the rationale for the TBKP’s 
8 December decision, also revealing for the first time 
another decision to NOKTA: Istanbul provincial officers 
were to “come out into the open” on Wednesday, 20 
December, and visit the provincial headquarters of the 
Opposition parties, including that of ANAP [Motherland 
Party]. 


[NOKTA] Why are you insisting on retaining the name 
“communist” when the parties in Eastern Europe are 
abandoning it? 
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[Coskun] I don’t think we are being fanatic about the 
name “communist,” but this name is very important 
from the standpoint of democracy in our country, where 
debate is taking place over whether such a party should 
be formed. 


For this reason, we do not want to make this a point of 
debate as a communist party, but there is a need for such 
a debate to be held. We are not discussing it at the 
moment, but one day some of us may say, “The name of 
our party should not be communist.” We essentially 
want to establish a broad, mass party with other Marx- 
ists. The name of it will be decided by a joint decision of 
the participants through the party's program and bylaws. 
[NOKTA] But all of the announcements are being made 
on of the TBKP. Isn't this a hindrance to the 
process of forming a joint party? 

[Coskun] That is because such a party exists. The 
meeting held on 8 December did not dismantle the party. 
It sanounced that the party would cease all illegal 
activity and operate openly. Also, while joining as com- 
munists in pressing for revocation of 141-142, TBKP 
members feel that they are ready to work throughout 
Turkey for a broad party. 


{[NOKTA] How do you view the conjuncture, then, in 
going ahead with your efforts to come out into the open? 
{Turan] First of all, the party has not gone from illegal to 
legal. The TBKP has been operating in the open since it 
was formed. 


[NOKTA] But isn’t the meaning of a legal party one 
whose program, bylaws, and roster are formed 

[Turan] The difference in ours may be in the method of 
operation. While the party is instituting this policy, it is 
a process of gaining legality and, at the same time, of 
doing away with the TBKP. 


[Coskun] The important thing today is for the TBKP to 
come out everywhere in Turkey and work for establish- 
ment of a truly legal, no-holds-barred party. 


{[NOKTA] No party can be formed under the name 
“communist” or “fascist,” according to the Political 
Parties Law and the Constitution. Will you take that into 
account in your application? 

[Turan] That is not the essential intent. The 8 December 
decision the application of a party of which 
TBKP members are a part and whose name is commu- 
nist. 

[NOKTA] What will you do if it is impossible to use the 
communist name? 

[Coskun] It must be possible now. We are only one side, 
but this is not our problem alone. It is a problem of the 
whole society and all political circles. The government 
and political circles must find a solution for this. Nev- 
ertheless, no agreement exists on the left yet for a broad 
party. It is not clear what will happen ir the parliament 
and the government over time or what the opposition 
parties will do. But | believe these processes will be 
speeded up. 
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[Turan] In coming out into the open, the TBKP intends 
to bring its own views to bear on various problems the 
country has. It has not been legitimized, but it will work 
the way a legal party does, as if it were not illegal. We will 
request meeting permits from the governor's office and 
apply to the TRT [Turkish Radio and Television Admin- 
istration] for broadcasting rights. 


[NOKTA] Will you announce your Istanbul provincial 
organization? 

[Turan] Yes, our colleagues in the Istanbul provincial 
administration will make an announcement on 20 
December. Later, they will go as a delegation to visit the 
provincial headquarters of the opposing parties, 
including ANAP first. 


[NOKTA] What are you saying in response to the 
criticism you are getting from everyone from Dogu 
Perincek to Ertugrul Kurkcu and Aybar? 

[Coskun] We have never been angry at anyone who has 
criticized us. we have not made a comprehensive 
accounting. We think it is better to spread this out over 
time. This problem is on the agenda of the entire leftist 
movement. But this deficiency does not prohibit our 
considering socialism and the freedoms as being hand- 
in-hand. Much of the criticism has to do with the 
TBKP’s reformism, liberalism, etc. 


Perincek agreed “a priori” from the beginning that a 
revolutionary-reformist split would occur in Turkey, and 
classified us accordingly. “They are being revised for 
capitalist Europe from the Urals to the Atlantic Ocean,” 
he says. | think there is an inconsistency here. He should 
welcome the popular movements to which the demands 
for democracy in Eastern Europe gave rise, and weigh all 
of them on the capitalism-liberalization scale. This is 
inconsistent. No one today says, “Let's establish a closed 
regime like Albania and give it a Marxism-Leninism 
schematic.” If people proclaim socialism, they do it 
together with democracy, human rights, and liberty. The 
TBKP is trying to do this too, independently of everyone 
else. Doubtless, movements everywhere have a positive 
effect on one another. We are also influenced by devel- 
opments. We make no secret of this. [Turan] Neverthe- 
less, it is not right to identify the TBKP program and its 
present political line with the developments in the Soviet 
Union. The process that we have entered into began 
around 1978. [(Coskun] Ertugrul Kurkcu says about us, 
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“They've got it wrong. The essential problem is for a 
movement to establish ties to the masses.” Fine. | give a 
great deal of importance to this. But we, and all leftist 
movements, often do a funny thing: We initiate a projeci 
and hope the masses will follow. Yet the project contains 
no element of a mass nature. If it did, it would have to be 
reviewed. Thus we are behind the times, with a lot of 
debates charging that everyone is deficient in terms of 
Leninism, just because of the traditional interpretation 
of Leninism. What is of principal importance here is not 
how un-Leninistic we are, but how much we can use the 
Marxist meihod to become a mass movement. I believe 
we differ from our leftist friends in this respect. How- 
ever, I want to stress this in particular: I do not think that 
any leftist movement today can create, through a linear 
development, the new, strong voice that Turkey needs. | 
can say this for both the TBKP and the others as well as 
the jerry-built mergers. What is necessary for us is a 
broad, mass party that will embrace all Marxists, not just 
today's, but tomorrow's as well. 


[NOKTA] The communist parties in Eastern Europe are 
at a parting of the ways today. The party's leadership role 
is being renounced. Yet this was rejected in the Soviet 
Union. What do you think of this? 

[Coskun] Many countries in Eastern Europe have been 
trying under special conditions for 40 years, and others 
for 70 years, to establish socialism. The parties have 
different positions and came into being in different 
ways. The important thing is general acceptance of the 
process as a whole. Will socialism and Marxism be taken 
up in a creative way? Will democracy and the freedoms 
be integrated? This is the problem. Socialism will, in 
fact, be the product of the creative activity of the masses. 
This being the case, a cliche such as the leadership role of 
the Communist Party is absurd. This approach is crazy. 
It's impossible. 

[Turan] We had the opportunity to talk with a CPSU 
{Communist Party of the Soviet Union] foreign relations 
expert who came to our country recently and he said, 
“There is also opposition in our country. They announce 
their views programmatically. But it is not mght to 
permit them to organize for stability.” We cannot agree 
with him on this point, because this is the same thing 
they have been telling us in Turkey for many years. 


{(Coskun] The truth is that I cannot share the concept of 
not permitting anything, regardless of the rationale. 
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